
   

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Our Mission is  
to be one with God  

and humanity in Christ  
by living the Gospel  

with love and compassion. 

Our Vision is  
to become comfortable 

with Jesus Christ  
and boldly proclaim Him. 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

November 29, 2020, 8:00 and 10:00 am Worship Services 



   

 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN’S! It is a joy to have you worship with us 
today. We believe everyone who worships with us is sent to us by God, even if 
they are in their cars or golf carts. So, welcome. 
 
 
 

On the first Sunday of each month a flag is raised and flies until the next 
month. The flag for December is raised by Alan & Cheryl Brugier: 
 

“In the month of our Lord's birth, we remember those loved ones 
who are now in His Heavenly Kingdom:  Sgt. S. Laurence 
Johannan, Army Air Corps, Mary Lou (Pat) Johannan, Army Air 
Corps Wife, and Lt. René Brugier,  French Army.  We thank them 
for their love and sacrifices, as Jesus Christ sacrificed Himself for 
us and loves us as our Heavenly Father.  May you continue to rest 
in peace.  You are loved and missed.“ 

 
 

Please tune your radio to 89.3 FM to hear the service. 
 
 

+ This symbol represents the point at which we sign  
ourselves with the sign of the cross during worship. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Prelude Darwall’s Fantasia (Psalm 148) J. Dixon 
 
 

 
The Word of God 
 
 
 
 

 

The Celebrant says 

+ Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
 

People His mercy endures forever. 
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The Decalogue  
 
The Celebrant continues 
 

Hear the commandments of God to his people: 
 

I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. 
You shall have no other gods but me. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not commit murder. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not steal. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not be a false witness. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
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Confession of Sin 
 
The Celebrant continues 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8, 9 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 
 
Celebrant and People 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
 
 

The Celebrant stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our  
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
People Amen. 
 
 
Holy God, 
 Holy and Mighty, 
  Holy Immortal One, 
People Have mercy upon us. 
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The Collect for The First Sunday in Advent 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on 
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son 
Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he 
shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the 
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   

People Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

When the Gospel is being announced, a cross is made, 

+o(on the forehead) in my mind to understand it, 

+O(on the lips) on my lips to proclaim it, and 

+O(over the heart) in my heart to live it.  
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 13:24—37 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and 
the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of 
Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out 
the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of heaven. “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 
branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is 
near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is 
near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away 
until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will not pass away. “But about that day or hour no one knows, 
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep 
alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on 
a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his 
work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep 
awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you 
asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 
awake.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Sermon   Wilmot T. Merchant, II     
 
 
 

Please use this time to silently reflect on what the Lord has spoken to you. 
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The Prayers of the People  
The Celebrant and People pray responsively 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
People That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
People That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for Justin, The Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael our Presiding 
Bishop, Henry our Visiting Bishop, Wilmot our priest, and for all bishops and 
other ministers; 
People That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and 

Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, for 
Donald our President, Henry our Governor, and Marilyn our Mayor; 
People That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake, especially during these 
difficult times; 
People That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
People That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 
People Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
People May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of our loved ones and others, for the 
men and women who are serving in the armed forces, health care workers 
and professionals, and all others who serve to preserve and protect lives, and 
those who have asked us to remember them in our prayers, especially our 
families, friends, and loved ones. 
 

Lord in your mercy 
People Hear our prayer. 
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Let us pray for the people in disaster and troubled areas and those affected 
by acts of violence here at home and all around the world. Let us also pray 
for the many volunteers who are working to assist our brothers and sisters 
in those areas that have been devastated either by man-made or natural 
disaster. 
 

Lord, in your mercy. 
People Hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray for God’s people throughout the world, especially the Anglican 
Communion, The Episcopal Church, and The Episcopal Diocese of South 
Carolina. Today we are praying for: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. 
People Hear our prayer. 
 
 
 

*Additional Prayers 
 

*For the election of a Bishop for The Diocese of South Carolina. 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: Joyce Burns (11/29), Dottie Glover (11/30), 
James Benson (12/1), Charlotte Houghtaling (12/1), Michele Hennessy 
(12/2), Kathy Ingalls (12/5). 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: Mike & Babs Raley (11/30). 
 
 
 

LET US PRAY FOR OUR PARISH FAMILY.  
 

INTERCESSORY AND THANKSGIVING PRAYER. As we continue 
to hold one another up in prayer in this parish, especially during this 
difficult time of our life, this week we are praying for: Beth Callaway, Harvey 
& Janelle Cam p, Sherry Carr , Eileen Carzon, Marion Catanzaro, 
Ellie Catizone, Willie Cephas, Rosemary Chachow ski, Mary 
Christensen, Lesley Clark. 
 
 

Celebrant and People 
Gracious and most loving God, we join them in committing to you 
whatever concerns they may have, asking you to let your will be 
done for them. We also join them in giving you thanks, for your 
many blessings bestowed upon them and their loved ones. We 
praise you and thank you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Peace 
Jesus said, Peace I leave with you; my Peace I give to you . . . John 14:27 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 

At the conclusion of the peace the Celebrant says  
 

Celebrant God is Good!  
People All the Time! 
 

 
 
 
The Holy Communion 
 

Offertory Of the Father’s Love Begotten Sett: Mark Hayes &  
 R. Rowland-Raybold 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Great Thanksgiving and Sanctus 
Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin 
and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall 
come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without 
shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever say this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 
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Celebrant and People to be said S129 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
+ Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in 
your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 
of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 
 Christ has died. 
  Christ is risen. 
   Christ will come again. 
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The Celebrant continues 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we offer you these gifts.   
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood 
of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with 
all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. 
People Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

And now, let us sing in thanksgiving the prayer our Savior Christ taught us,  
 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

 as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 for ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant and People 
 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Celebrant says the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
  and feed on him in your hearts by faith,  
   with thanksgiving. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says: Let us pray. 
 

The People join in saying this prayer 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you 
have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength 
and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant gives the blessing 
 

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us 
in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free 
from all sin. 
People Amen. 
 
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you 
steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. 
People Amen. 
 
 



 12 

 

May you, who rejoice in the celebration of the first Advent of our Redeemer, 
at his second Advent be rewarded with unending life, and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and your 
loved ones far and near and remain with all of you for ever. 
People Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Celebrant dismisses the people. 
 

Celebrant We are called to be one with God and each other in Christ. 
People By living the Gospel with love and compassion. 
 
Celebrant Alleluia. Alleluia. Let us go in peace to love and serve God and 

one another. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benediction to be sung 
 
God be with you till we meet again;  

 By His counsels guide, uphold you, 

With His sheep securely fold you,  

 God be with you till we meet again. 
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Come, thou almighty King, 
 help us thy Name to sing, 
help us to praise. 
 Father whose love unknown 
all things created own, 
 build in our hearts thy throne, 
Ancient of Days. 
 
Come, thou incarnate Word, 
 by heaven and earth adored; 
our prayer attend: 
 come, and thy people bless; 
come, give thy word success; 
 stablish thy righteousness, 
Savior and friend. 

 
 

Postlude Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying P. Manz 
 
 
 

 

THE WORSHIP HAS ENDED. LET THE SERVICE BEGIN. 
 

“… what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”  (Micah 6:8) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All music used by permission, One License #729456-A. 

Closing Hymn Come, Thou Almighty King Hymnal 365 



 14 

 

 

~ Upcoming Services at St. Stephen’s ~ 
 
 

Wednesday Holy Eucharist at 12:00 noon 
Location: Sanctuary 

and 
Sunday Holy Eucharist Worship at 8:00 and 10:00 am 

Location: Front Parking Lot 
 
 

The above services will be held as usual 
 throughout the month of December. 

 
 

Candlelight Concert for Winter Solstice 
Monday, December 21st at 5:00 pm 

Location: Sanctuary 
 

Christmas Eve, Thursday, December 24th 
 

Choral Prelude at 2:45 pm 
Holy Eucharist Service at 3:00 pm 

Location: Choir Parking Lot 
 

The Nativity of Our Lord, Friday, December 25th 
 

Holy Eucharist Worship Service at 10:00 am. 
Location: Sanctuary 

 
The Feast of the Holy Name, Friday, January 1st 

 

Holy Eucharist Worship Service at 10:00 am. 
Location: Sanctuary 
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Cover: NASA image courtesy of Romeo Durscher, Total solar eclipse visible 

from the Northern tip of Australia on Nov 13, 2012 at 3:35 EST. The light halo 

visible around the edges of the moon is the sun’s atmosphere, the corona.  

The Rev. Canon Dr. Wilmot T. Merchant II, Rector 
 

Mailing Address 801 11th Avenue North 
 North Myrtle Beach SC 29582 
Phone 843-249-1169 
Website ststephensnmb.com 

 


