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John the Baptist preaching in the desert 

 

Our Vision is 
to become comfortable  

with Jesus Christ  
and boldly proclaim Him. 

Our Mission is 
to be one with God  

and humanity in Christ  
by living the Gospel  

with love and compassion. 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=48386


   

 

 

On the first Sunday of each month a flag is raised and flies until the next 
month. The December flag is raised in honor and memory of René Brugier, 
Alan’s father. He was assigned to a paratrooper division as a lieutenant and 
we found some amazing photos of him in uniform during our recent trip to 
Montréal. He was later contracted to work for the U.S. Navy, during which 
time his love for the United States was ignited. René cherished the times 
spent in Vermont, Florida, Arizona and North/South Carolina as he 
demonstrated his love for the United States to his children. Had it not been 
for the “immigrant quota” in the 1950’s that pushed him into Canada, René 
would have certainly become an American citizen. It is with pride and love 
that we remember him in his birth month.  
 ~ Cheryl & Alan Brugier 
 
 
 

+ This symbol represents the point at which we sign  
ourselves with the sign of the cross during worship. 

 
 
 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN’S! 

It is a joy to have you worship with us today. We believe everyone who 
worships with us is sent to us by God. So, welcome. 
 

As we gather for worship, we want to remind everyone of a few 
important items: 

 The Standing Committee of The Diocese of SC issued precautionary 
measures in August, which have not changed. One of these measures is 
to wear masks indoors. The letter in its entirety can be found here: 
http://www.episcopalchurchsc.org/news-blog/standing-committee-
provides-update-on-covid-19-guidance; 

 Please turn off or silence your electronic devices; and 

 We strongly encourage you to enter the sanctuary in silence as you 
prepare for worship. Attempting to speak with others in church while 
wearing your mask can lead to an increase in volume, which in turn 
interrupts others in prayer. Thank you. 
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Prelude Divinum Mysterium Wilbur Held 
 
 
 
 

Opening Prayer 
 
 
 

For those in church, please stand.  
 
 
 

 

Opening Hymn Blest Be the King Whose Coming 
 

Blest be the King whose coming 
 is in the name of God! 
For him let doors be opened, 
 no hearts against him barred! 
Not robed in royal splendor, 
 in power and pomp, comes he; 
but clad as are the poorest, 
 such his humility! 
 
Blest be the King whose coming 
 is in the name of God! 
He offers to the burdened 
 the rest and grace they need. 
Gentle is he and humble! 
 And light his yoke shall be, 
for he would have us bear it 
 so he can make us free! 

 
 
 
 

The Word of God 
 
 

 

The Celebrant says 

+ Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
 

People His mercy endures forever. 
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The Decalogue For those in church, please sit or kneel 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 

Hear the commandments of God to his people: 
 

I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. 
You shall have no other gods but me. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not commit murder. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not steal. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not be a false witness. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

 
 
Confession of Sin 
 

The Celebrant continues 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8, 9 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence is kept. 
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Celebrant and People 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

The Celebrant stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our  Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
People Amen. 
 
 
Holy God, 
 Holy and Mighty, 
  Holy Immortal One, 
People Have mercy upon us. 
 
 
 
 
The Collect for The Second Sunday in Advent 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance 
and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings 
and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ 
our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever.  

People Amen. 
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The Lessons 
 

May we hear the Word of God through these words. 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Malachi 3:1—4 
 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the 
covenant in whom you delight — indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of 
hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and 
refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Canticle 16 To be read responsively. 
 

L Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
 he has come to his people and set them free. 
 

C He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
 born of the house of his servant David. 
 

L Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 
 that he would save us from our enemies, * 
 from the hands of all who hate us. 
 

C He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
 and to remember his holy covenant. 
 

L This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
 to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
 

C Free to worship him without fear, * 
 holy and righteous in his sight  
 all the days of our life. 
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L You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
 

C To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
 by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 

L In the tender compassion of our God * 
 the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
 

C To shine on those who dwell in darkness  
 and the shadow of death, * 
 and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
 
 

Celebrant and People 

Glory to the + Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

 
May we hear the Word of God through these words. 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians 1:3—11 
 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in 
every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel 
from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began 
a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus 
Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold 
me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God 
is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with 
knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in 
the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the 
harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 
praise of God. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

 



 7 

 

 

For those in church, please stand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When the Gospel is being announced, a cross is made, 

+o(on the forehead) in my mind to understand it, 

+O(on the lips) on my lips to proclaim it, and 

+O(over the heart) in my heart to live it.  
 
 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 3:1—6 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother 
Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 
Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 
God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the 
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 
Isaiah, 
 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, 
 and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

  and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth; 

 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’“ 
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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    Sermon   Wilmot T. Merchant, II     
 
 
 
 

Please use this time to silently reflect on what the Lord has spoken to you. 

 
 

For those in church, please stand. 
 
 

 
The Nicene Creed 
 
 

We believe in one God, the Father  Alm ighty, m aker of heaven and 
earth, and of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation  
 

We bow for the following two lines in bold. 
 

he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver  of life, w ho 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  
 

+ We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People For those in church, please sit or kneel. 
The Leader and People pray responsively. 
 

Leader The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Leader Let us pray. 
 
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
People That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
People That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

For Justin, The Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael our Presiding Bishop, 
Ruth our Bishop, Wilmot our Priest, and for all Bishops and other Ministers; 
People That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and 

Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, 
for Joseph our President, Henry our Governor, and Marilyn our Mayor; 
People That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
People That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
People That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 
People Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
People May we also come to share in your heavenly 

kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of our loved ones and others, for 
the men and women who are serving in the armed forces, and all others who 
serve to preserve and protect lives, and those who have asked us to 
remember them in our prayers, especially our families, friends, and loved 
ones. 
 

Lord in your mercy 
People Hear our prayer. 
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Let us pray for the people in disaster and troubled areas and those affected 
by acts of violence here at home and all around the world. Let us also pray 
for the many volunteers who are working to assist our brothers and sisters 
in those areas that have been devastated either by man-made or natural 
disaster. 
 

Lord, in your mercy. 
People Hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray for God’s people throughout the world, especially the Anglican 
Communion, The Episcopal Church, and The Episcopal Diocese of South 
Carolina. Today we are praying for: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. 
People Hear our prayer. 
 
 
 

*Additional Prayers 
 
 
 

LET US GIVE THANKS FOR OUR VISITORS. 
 
 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:  Kathy Ingalls (12/5), Jane Panarella (12/6), 
Teresa Anderson (12/7), Marilyn Brucks (12/7), Mary Jones (12/8),  
Ellie Catizone (12/9), Karen Faso (12/10), Carol Smith (12/10),  
Lib Gerald (12/11), Henry Saunders (12/11). 

 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: . 

 

 

LET US PRAY FOR OUR PARISH FAMILY.  
 
 
 

INTERCESSORY AND THANKSGIVING PRAYER. As w e 
continue to hold one another up in prayer in this parish, this week we are 
praying for: Lynn Long, Sissy Long, Robert & Jean Low, Lynn & Jim 
Lundmark, Wes & Bobbie Lybrand, Michele Lyerly, Bill & Nancy Mann, 
Richard Martin , Jr . & Lanell Ram sey, Gary & Tami McCourt, 
Stan & Donna McElveen.  
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Celebrant and People 
Gracious and most loving God, we join them in committing to you 
whatever concerns they may have, asking you to let your will be 
done for them. We also join them in giving you thanks, for your 
many blessings bestowed upon them and their loved ones. We 
praise you and thank you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 

 

The Peace 
 

Jesus said, Peace I leave with you; my Peace I give to you . . . John 14:27 
 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 
 

At the conclusion of the peace the Celebrant says  
 

Celebrant God is Good!  
People All the Time! 
 
 
 
 
 

The Holy Communion 
 
 

Offertory 
 

8:00 Light One Candle  David Cherwien 
 

10:30 A Place to Keep Your Son (Chancel Choir) Matthew Corl 
 
 
 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving and Sanctus 
Eucharistic Prayer A 
 
 

For those in church, please stand. 
 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin 
and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall 
come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without 
shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
 

Celebrant and People (to be said) 
Bow during the underlined text 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
+ Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

For those in church, please sit, kneel, or remain standing. 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in 
your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 
of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience 
to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 
 Christ has died. 
  Christ is risen. 
   Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we offer you these gifts.   
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood 
of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with 
all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. 
People Amen. 
 

And now, let us sing in thanksgiving the prayer our Savior Christ taught us,  
 

Celebrant and People 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant and People (to be sung) 
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The Celebrant says the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
  and feed on him in your hearts by faith,  
   with thanksgiving. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The congregation is asked to join in singing the following communion hymn. 
 
How Bright Appears the Morning Star 
 

How bright appears the Morning Star, 
 with mercy beaming from afar; 
the host of heaven rejoices; 
 O righteous Branch, O Jesse’s Rod! 
Thou Son of Man and Son of God! 
 We, too, will lift our voices: Jesus, Jesus! 
Holy, holy, yet most lowly, draw thou near us; 
 great Emmanuel, come and hear us. 
 
 

Though circled by the hosts on high, 
 he deigned to cast a pitying eye 
upon his helpless creature; 
 the whole creation’s Head and Lord, 
by highest seraphim adored, 
 assumed our very nature; 
Jesus, grant us, through thy merit, to inherit 
 thy salvation; hear, O hear our supplication. 
 

This is the Lord’s table, not of the church, but of the Lord. 
It is made ready for those who love Him 

and for those who want to love Him more. 
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little; 

You who have been here often and you who have not been here long; 
You who have tried to follow and you who have failed; 

Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. 
It is His will that those who want Him should meet Him here. 
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Rejoice, ye heavens; thou earth, reply; 
 with praise, ye sinners, fill the sky, 
for this his Incarnation. 
 Incarnate God, put forth thy power, 
ride on, ride on, great Conqueror, 
 till all know thy salvation. 
Amen, amen! Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Praise be given evermore, by earth and heaven. 

 
 
 
 

 
After Communion, the Celebrant says: Let us pray. 
 
 

The People join in saying this prayer 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you 
have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

The Celebrant gives the blessing 
 

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us 
in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free 
from all sin. 
People Amen. 
 
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you 
steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. 
People Amen. 
 
May you, who rejoice in the celebration of the first Advent of our Redeemer, 
at his second Advent be rewarded with unending life, and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
your loved ones far and near and remain with all of you for ever. 
People Amen. 
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For those in church, please stand.  
 
 

The Celebrant dismisses the people. 
 

Celebrant We are called to be one with God and each other in Christ. 
People By living the Gospel with love and compassion. 
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Alleluia. Let us go in peace to love and serve God and 
one another. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

 
Benediction to be sung 
 
God be with you till we meet again;  

 By His counsels guide, uphold you, 

With His sheep securely fold you,  

 God be with you till we meet again. 
 
 
 

Closing Hymn Come, Thou Almighty King 
 

Come, thou almighty King, 
 help us thy Name to sing, 
help us to praise. 
 Father whose love unknown 
all things created own, 
 build in our hearts thy throne, 
Ancient of Days. 
 
Come, thou incarnate Word, 
 by heaven and earth adored; 
our prayer attend: 
 come, and thy people bless; 
come, give thy word success; 
 stablish thy righteousness, 
Savior and friend. 
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To Thee, great One in Three, 
 the highest praises be, 
hence evermore; 
 Thy sovereign majesty 
may we in glory see, 
 and to eternity 
love and adore. 

 
 
 
 
 Postlude Wake, Awake, Night is Flying Paul Manz 
 

 
THE WORSHIP HAS ENDED. LET THE SERVICE BEGIN. 

 
“… what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God?”  (Micah 6:8) 

Cover via JESUS MAFA. John the Baptist preaching in the desert, from Art in the 
Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=48386 [retrieved 
December 1, 2021]. Original source: http://www.librairie-emmanuel.fr (contact 
page: https://www.librairie-emmanuel.fr/contact). 
 

Music covered under One License #729456-A. 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=48386
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The Rev. Canon Dr. Wilmot T. Merchant II, Rector 
 

801 11th Avenue North 

North Myrtle Beach SC 29582 

843-249-1169 

ststephenschurch@frontier.com  ststephensnmb.com 

 

https://www.ststephensnmb.com/
https://www.facebook.com/StStephensEpiscopalChurchInNorthMyrtleBeachSc/

