
   

 

Our Mission is  
to be one with God  

and humanity in Christ  
by living the Gospel  

with love and compassion. 

Our Vision is  
to become comfortable 

with Jesus Christ  
and boldly proclaim Him. 

The Christian Soul accepts the Cross 

 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
 

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

February 28, 2021, 8:00 and 10:00 am Worship Services 

https://www.museodelprado.es/en/the-collection/art-work/the-christian-soul-accepts-the-cross/7e85486d-ad0c-415f-882e-0b91a964a86a


   

 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN’S! It is a joy to have you worship with us 
today. We believe everyone who worships with us is sent to us by God, even if 
they are in their cars or golf carts. So, welcome. 
 
 
 

On the first Sunday of each month a flag is raised and flies until the next 
month. For the month of February, the flag is raised in loving memory of our 
dear friend, Robert Louis Brown. Robert was a US Navy Veteran serving in 
WWII as a Radarman on the USS Boxer CV-21 Aircraft Carrier. 
 

 John & Nancy Colflesh 

. 
 
 

Please tune your radio to 89.3 FM to hear the service. 
 
 

+ This symbol represents the point at which we sign  
ourselves with the sign of the cross during worship. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Prelude  Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring J.S. Bach 
 
 
 
 
 

The Word of God 
 
 

 
 
 

The People standing, the Celebrant says:  
 Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins. 
People His mercy endureth for ever. 
 

The Celebrant and People say 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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The Celebrant continues 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the 
second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these 
two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
People Amen. 
 

Celebrant Lord, have mercy upon us. 
People Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Celebrant Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 
 
 

The Collect for The Second Sunday in Lent 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who 
have gone astray from thy ways, and bring them again with penitent 
hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable 
truth of thy Word, Jesus Christ thy Son; who with thee and the Holy 
Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, for ever and ever. 
People Amen 
 
 
 

 
 

When the Gospel is being announced, a cross is made, 

+o(on the forehead) in my mind to understand it, 

+O(on the lips) on my lips to proclaim it, and 

+O(over the heart) in my heart to live it.  
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 8:31—38 
People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 

Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and 
be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are 
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” He called the 
crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 
for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit 
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give 
in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 

    Sermon   Wilmot T. Merchant, II     
 
 
 

Please use this time to silently reflect on what the Lord has spoken to you. 
 
 

The Prayers of the People  
The Celebrant and People pray responsively 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 
 
 
 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your 
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
 

Lord, in Your mercy. 
People Hear our prayer. 
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Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice 
and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 
 

Lord, in Your mercy. 
People Hear our prayer. 
 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use 
its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 
 

Lord, in Your mercy. 
People Hear our prayer. 
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may 
serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. 
 

Lord, in Your mercy. 
People Hear our prayer. 
 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them 
courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
 

Lord, in Your mercy. 
People Hear our prayer. 
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially John Colflesh, that 
your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all 
your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Lord, in Your mercy. 
People Hear our prayer. 
 

 

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude 
of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for 
help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of our loved ones and others, for 
the men and women who are serving in the armed forces, health care 
workers and professionals, and all others who serve to preserve and protect 
lives, and those who have asked us to remember them in our prayers, 
especially our families, friends, and loved ones. 
 

Lord in your mercy 
People Hear our prayer. 
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Let us pray for the people in disaster and troubled areas and those affected 
by acts of violence here at home and all around the world. Let us also pray 
for the many volunteers who are working to assist our brothers and sisters 
in those areas that have been devastated either by man-made or natural 
disaster. 
 

Lord, in Your mercy. 
People Hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray for God’s people throughout the world, especially the Anglican 
Communion, The Episcopal Church, and The Episcopal Diocese of South 
Carolina. Today we are praying for: 
 

Lord, in Your mercy. 
People Hear our prayer. 
 
 
 
 

*Additional Prayers 
 

*For the election of a Bishop for The Diocese of South Carolina. 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:  Joyce Costa (2/29), Joan Jones (2/29), Chris 
Benson (3/1), Sandy Burns (3/1), Dave Rossi (3/1), Jackie Mills (3/6), John 
Molnar (3/6), Eloise Perry (3/6), Joan Saunders (3/6).  

 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: Mickey & Celia Lienau (3/2). 

 
 

LET US PRAY FOR OUR PARISH FAMILY.  
 

INTERCESSORY AND THANKSGIVING PRAYER. As we continue 
to hold one another up in prayer in this parish, especially during this 
difficult time of our life, this week we are praying for: Helen Rapp, Sue 
Reynolds, Wyck Richards & Bernie Walsh, Barry & Ann Richardson, Tom & 
Sandy Richm ond, Dave Rossi, Al & Liz Rotherham , Roberta 
Rowland-Raybold, Carmen Royall, Bill & Marlene Rushay. 
 
 
 

Celebrant and People 
Gracious and most loving God, we join them in committing to you 
whatever concerns they may have, asking you to let your will be 
done for them. We also join them in giving you thanks, for your 
many blessings bestowed upon them and their loved ones. We 
praise you and thank you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Confession of Sin 
 

The Celebrant continues 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 
Celebrant and people 
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all 
things, judge of all men: We acknowledge and bewail our manifold 
sins and wickedness, which we from time to time most grievously 
have committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine 
Majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against 
us. We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our 
misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, the 
burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy 
upon us, most merciful Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s 
sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may ever 
hereafter serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honor 
and glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

The Celebrant stands and says 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised 
forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn 
unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People Amen. 
 

 
 

The Peace 
Jesus said, Peace I leave with you; my Peace I give to you . . . John 14:27 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 

 

At the conclusion of the peace the Celebrant says  
 

Celebrant God is Good!  
People All the Time! 
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The Holy Communion 
 
 

Offertory O, Kind Jesus R. Hunter 
 

 Pam Morrill—soloist 
 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving and Sanctus 
Eucharistic Prayer II 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is meet and right so to do. 
 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and 
in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, 
everlasting God. Who dost bid thy faithful people cleanse their hearts, and 
prepare with joy for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of 
mercy, and renewed by thy Word and Sacraments, they may come to the 
fullness of grace which thou hast prepared for those who love thee. 
 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and 
saying, 
 
Celebrant and People  
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:  
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
+ Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and 
earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst 
give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer 
death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel 
command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and 
sacrifice, until his coming again. 
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For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, 
eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  
 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the 
New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of 
sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and 
make, with these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial 
thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed 
passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
and looking for his coming again with power and great glory. 
 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with 
thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and 
wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved 
Son Jesus Christ. 
 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, 
our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who 
partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious 
Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and 
heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may be 
made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all 
honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. 
People Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  
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Celebrant and People 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 

The following is said 
 

 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
 have mercy upon us. 
 

 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
 have mercy upon us. 
 

 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
 grant us thy peace. 
 

The People join in saying this prayer 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great 
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 
under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is 
always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat 
the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that 
we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
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After Communion, the Celebrant says: Let us pray. 
 

The People join in saying this prayer 
 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that 
thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness 
towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the 
mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful 
people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting 
kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to 
assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy 
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for 
us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Priest says the following prayer and gives the blessing 
Look with compassion, O Lord, upon this your people; that, rightly observing 
this holy season, they learn to know you more fully, and to serve you with a 
more perfect will; through Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and your 
loved ones far and near, and remain with all of you for ever.  
People Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Celebrant dismisses the people. 
 

Celebrant We are called to be one with God and each other in Christ. 
People By living the Gospel with love and compassion. 
 
 

Priest  Let us go in peace to love and serve God and one another. 
People Thanks be to God.  
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Benediction to be sung 
 

God be with you till we meet again;  

 By His counsels guide, uphold you, 

With His sheep securely fold you,  

 God be with you till we meet again. 

 
 

Closing Hymn O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee H660 
 
 

O Master, let me walk with thee 
 in lowly paths of service free; 
tell me thy secret; help me bear 
 the strain of toil, the fret of care. 
 
Help me the slow of heart to move 
 by some clear, winning word of love; 
teach me the wayward feet to stay, 
 and guide them in the homeward way. 
 

 
Postlude Trumpet in Dialogue L. N. Clerambault 
 
 

 

THE WORSHIP HAS ENDED. LET THE SERVICE BEGIN. 
 

“… what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”  (Micah 6:8) 

Cover via Museo Del Prado: “The Christian Soul accepts the Cross,” Ca. 1630, Anonymous. 

Today’s music is in the Public Domain. 


