
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 The Late Arriving Workers 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 20, 2020, 8:00 and 10:00 am Worship Services 

Our Mission is  
to be one with God  

and humanity in Christ  
by living the Gospel  

with love and compassion. 

Our Vision is  
to become comfortable 

with Jesus Christ  
and boldly proclaim Him. 



   

 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN’S! It is a joy to have you worship with us 
today. We believe everyone who worships with us is sent to us by God, even if 
they are in their cars or golf carts. So, welcome. 
 
 
 

On the first Sunday of each month a flag is raised and flies until the next 
month. The flag that is flying for the month of September is raised by Eloise 
Perry, in loving memory and in honor of her husband, Arthur Perry for his 
service in the Navy during the Korean Conflict; in loving memory and honor 
of her father, Samuel R. Steward, for his service in the Army during World 
War I in France; and in honor of her son, Lester Pullen, who served in the 
Navy during Desert Storm.  
 
 

Please tune your radio to 89.3 FM to hear the service. 
 
 

+ This symbol represents the point at which we sign  
ourselves with the sign of the cross during worship. 

 
 
 
 
 

Prelude 
I Want Jesus to Walk with Me M. Bedford/R. Rowland-Raybold 
 
 

 
The Word of God 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Celebrant says 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his Kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Celebrant and People say 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Gloria—The Celebrant and People say, 
 

Glory to God: Gloria in excelsis 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
 almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father; 
 receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
 you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
 Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
The Collect for The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
 

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things 
heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are 
passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 
 

People Amen. 
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When the Gospel is being announced, a cross is made, 

+o(on the forehead) in my mind to understand it, 

+O(on the lips) on my lips to proclaim it, and 

+O(over the heart) in my heart to live it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 20:1—16 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the 
laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he 
went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 
and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you 
whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and 
about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and 
found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing 
here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to 
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, 
beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about 
five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the 
first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also 
received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled 
against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you 
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no 
wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what 
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 
Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you 
envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be 
last.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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    Sermon   Wilmot T. Merchant, II     
 
 
 

Please use this time to silently reflect on what the Lord has spoken to you. 
 
 
 

The Prayers of the People  
The Celebrant and People pray responsively 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
People That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
People That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for Justin, The Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael our Presiding 
Bishop, Henry our Visiting Bishop, Wilmot our priest, and for all bishops 
and other ministers; 
People That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and 

Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, 
for Donald our President, Henry our Governor, and Marilyn our Mayor; 
People That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake, especially during 
these difficult times; 
People That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
People That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 
People Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
People May we also come to share in your heavenly 

kingdom. 
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Let us pray for our own needs and those of our loved ones and others, for the 
men and women who are serving in the armed forces, health care workers 
and professionals, and all others who serve to preserve and protect lives, and 
those who have asked us to remember them in our prayers, especially our 
families, friends, and loved ones. 
 

Lord in your mercy 
People Hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray for the people in disaster and troubled areas and those affected by 
acts of violence here at home and all around the world. Let us also pray for 
the many volunteers who are working to assist our brothers and sisters in 
those areas that have been devastated either by man-made or natural 
disaster. 
 

Lord, in your mercy. 
People Hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray for God’s people throughout the world, especially the Anglican 
Communion, The Episcopal Church, and The Episcopal Diocese of South 
Carolina.  
 

Lord, in your mercy. 
People Hear our prayer. 
 
 
 

*Additional Prayers 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: Ginny Clevenger (9/20), Wes Lybrand (9/22), 
Jim Doyle (9/23), Jim Haslett (9/24), Gloria Scudder (9/24), Jane Buckner 
(9/25), Ruth Ellen Coffey (9/26). 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: Deborah & Michael Pelt (9/22). 

 
 

LET US PRAY FOR OUR PARISH FAMILY.  
 

INTERCESSORY AND THANKSGIVING PRAYER. As w e continue 
to hold one another up in prayer in this parish, especially during this difficult 
time of our life. This week we are praying for: Jean Oliver, Walter Owen, Jane 
& Frank Panarella, Jesse & Joe Patterson, Deborah & Michael Pelt, 
Carol Pender, Jerry, Margo, Maggie, & Gabbie Pepin, Eloise Perry, 
Marialice Phillips, Thomas Plata.  
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Celebrant and People 
Gracious and most loving God, we join them in committing to you 
whatever concerns they may have, asking you to let your will be 
done for them. We also join them in giving you thanks, for your 
many blessings bestowed upon them and their loved ones. We 
praise you and thank you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

 
Confession of Sin 
 

Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Celebrant and people 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant says 
Almighty God have mercy + on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
People Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Peace 
Jesus said, Peace I leave with you; my Peace I give to you . . . John 14:27 
 

 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 
 

At the conclusion of the peace the Celebrant says  
 

Celebrant God is Good!  
People All the Time! 
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The Holy Communion 
 
 

Offertory Let Not Your Heart be Troubled O. Speaks 
 

 Donna McElveen, soloist  

 
The Great Thanksgiving and Sanctus 
Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true promise, the Holy Spirit 
came down on this day from heaven, lighting upon the disciples to teach 
them and to lead them into all truth; uniting peoples of many tongues in 
the confession of one faith, and giving to your Church the power to serve 
you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to all nations. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever say this hymn to proclaim 
the glory of your Name: 
 

Celebrant and People to be said S129 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
+ Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, 
in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all. 
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He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience 
to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
 Christ has died. 
  Christ is risen. 
   Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we offer you these gifts.   
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood 
of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. 
People Amen. 
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And now, let us sing in thanksgiving the prayer our Savior Christ taught us,  
 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

 as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant and People 
 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
 
 

The Celebrant says the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
  and feed on him in your hearts by faith,  
   with thanksgiving. 
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After Communion, the Celebrant says: Let us pray. 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you 
have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

The Celebrant gives the blessing 
 

The God of peace, who has exalted our Lord Jesus Christ, give you his Spirit 
to lead you into all truth, and boldness to confess that Jesus is Lord; and 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every 
good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his 
sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and your loved ones far and near and remain with all of 
you for ever. 
 

People Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

~ ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 
 
 
 
 

The Celebrant dismisses the people. 
 

Celebrant We are called to be one with God and each other in Christ. 
People By living the Gospel with love and compassion. 
 
Celebrant Alleluia. Alleluia. Let us go in peace to love and serve God and 

one another. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
 
 

Benediction to be sung 
 
God be with you till we meet again;  

 By His counsels guide, uphold you, 

With His sheep securely fold you,  

 God be with you till we meet again. 
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Closing Hymn Just a Closer Walk with Thee LEVAS 72 
 

I am weak but thou art strong; Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 
 I’ll be satisfied as long as I walk, let me walk close to thee. 
 

 Just a closer walk with thee, grant it, Jesus, is my plea, 
 Daily walking close to thee, let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 
 

Through this world of toil and snares, if I falter, Lord, who cares? 
 Who with me my burden shares? None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee. 
 

 Refrain 
 

When my feeble life is o’er, time for me will be no more; 
 Guide me gently, safely o’er to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore. 
 

 Refrain 
 
 
 Postlude Gates of Beauty T. Davis 
 

 

THE WORSHIP HAS ENDED. LET THE SERVICE BEGIN. 
 

“… what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”  (Micah 6:8) 

The Rev. Canon Dr. Wilmot T. Merchant II, Rector 
 

Mailing Address 801 11th Avenue North 
 North Myrtle Beach SC 29582 
Phone 843-249-1169 
Website ststephensnmb.com 
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