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Our Vision 
is to become comfortable  

with Jesus Christ  
and boldly proclaim Him. 

Our Mission 
is to be one with God  

and humanity in Christ  
by living the Gospel  

with love and compassion. 
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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN’S! It is a joy to have you worship with us 
today. We believe everyone who worships with us is sent to us by God. So, 
welcome. 
 
On the first Sunday of each month a flag is raised and flies until the next 
month. The June flag is raised in honor and memory of Sgt. S. Laurence 
Johannan, Cheryl's father, who served as a Link Instructor in the Army Air 
Corps during World War 2. He proudly and unselfishly served his adopted 
country. He is missed every day and fondly remembered on this 24th 
anniversary of “going from labor to rest.” 
 Alan and Cheryl Brugier 
 
 

+ This symbol represents the point at which we sign  
ourselves with the sign of the cross during worship. 

 
 

 

Prelude Pastorale on Faithfulness Arr: Diane Bish 
 
 
 
 

Opening Prayer 
 
 
 

Opening Hymn O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee 

 
 
The Word of God 
 
 
 

For those in church, please stand.  
 
 

The Celebrant says 
 

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his Kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant and People say 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Gloria—The Celebrant and People say 
 

Glory to God: Gloria in excelsis 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
 almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father; 
 receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
 you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
 Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
 
 
The Collect for The Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, 
that through your grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and 
minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. 

People Amen. 
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The Lessons 
 

May we hear the Word of God through these words. 
A Reading from the Book of Ezekiel 17:22—24 
 

Thus says the Lord God: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a 
cedar; I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its 
young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. On the 
mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs 
and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will 
live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. All 
the trees of the field shall know that I am the Lord. I bring low the high 
tree, I make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree 
flourish. I the Lord have spoken; I will accomplish it. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Psalm 92:1—4, 11—14 To be read responsively. 
 

L It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, * 
 and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High; 
 

C To tell of your loving-kindness early in the morning * 
 and of your faithfulness in the night season; 
 

L On the psaltery, and on the lyre, * 
 and to the melody of the harp. 
 

C For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord; * 
 and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. 
 

L The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, * 
 and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 
 

C Those who are planted in the house of the Lord * 
 shall flourish in the courts of our God; 
 

L They shall still bear fruit in old age; * 
 they shall be green and succulent; 
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C That they may show how upright the Lord is, * 
 my Rock, in whom there is no fault. 
 
 
 

Celebrant and People 

Glory to the + Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 

For those in church, please stand. 
 
 
 
 

When the Gospel is being announced, a cross is made, 

+o(on the forehead) in my mind to understand it, 

+O(on the lips) on my lips to proclaim it, and 

+O(over the heart) in my heart to live it.  
 
 

 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 4:26—34 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 
ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout 
and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the 
stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is 
ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” He 
also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 
will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the 
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows 
up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so 
that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” With many such 
parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not 
speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to 
his disciples. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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    Sermon   Wilmot T. Merchant, II     
 
 
 
 

Please use this time to silently reflect on what the Lord has spoken to you. 

 
 
 

For those in church, please stand. 
 
 

The Nicene Creed BCP 358 
 
 

We believe in one God, the Father  Alm ighty, m aker  of heaven and 
earth, and of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation  
 

We bow for the following two lines in bold. 
 

he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver  of life, w ho 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  
 

+ We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People For those in church, please sit or kneel. 
 

Leader The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Leader Let us pray. 
 
 
 

The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. Silence 
 
For all people in their daily life and work; 
People For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for 

those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
People For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
People For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and 

oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
People For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, 

and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
People For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek 

the Truth. 
 

For Justin, The Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael our Presiding Bishop, 
Ruth our Bishop-elect, Wilmot our priest, and for all bishops and other 
ministers; 
People For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially as we 
continue to deal with COVID-19, and other health issues. 
Silence 
 

Hear us, Lord; 
People For your mercy is great. 
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We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. Silence 
 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
People And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 
kingdom. 
Silence 
 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
People Who put their trust in you. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of our loved ones and others, for 
the men and women who are serving in the armed forces, and all others who 
serve to preserve and protect lives, and those who have asked us to 
remember them in our prayers, especially our families, friends, and loved 
ones. 
 

Lord in your mercy 
People Hear our prayer. 
 
 

Let us pray for the people in disaster and troubled areas and those affected 
by acts of violence here at home and all around the world. Let us also pray 
for the many volunteers who are working to assist our brothers and sisters 
in those areas that have been devastated either by man-made or natural 
disaster. 
 

Lord, in your mercy. 
People Hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray for God’s people throughout the world, especially the Anglican 
Communion, The Episcopal Church, and The Episcopal Diocese of South 
Carolina. Today we are praying for: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. 
People Hear our prayer. 
 
 
 

*Additional Prayers 
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LET US GIVE THANKS FOR OUR VISITORS. 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: Marion Catanzaro (6/13), Betsy Barr (6/14), 
Beth Callaway (6/14), Pat Hilliard (6/14), Ann Richardson (6/15), Dennis 
Davidson (6/16), Nancy Barbee (6/18), Charles Merchant (6/18), Julieann 
Wertheimer (6/18), Bud Nelson (6/19). 

 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: Jay & Linda Crocker (6/15). 
 
 
 

LET US PRAY FOR OUR PARISH FAMILY.  
 
 
 

INTERCESSORY AND THANKSGIVING PRAYER. As w e continue 
to hold one another up in prayer in this parish, this week we are praying 
for: Ron Hall, Patricia & Jim Harrison, Jim & Barbara Haslett, Ray Hemby 
& Faye Hege, Michele & Jim Hennessy & Isabella, Sharon & Dave 
Herron, Merye-lou Heston-Cools, Gloria Hickey, Maria Higgins, Pat 
Hilliard & Jerry Howard. 

 
Celebrant and People 
Gracious and most loving God, we join them in committing to 
you whatever concerns they may have, asking you to let your will 
be done for them. We also join them in giving you thanks, for 
your many blessings bestowed upon them and their loved ones. 
We praise you and thank you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
 

Confession of Sin 
 

Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Celebrant and people 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are 
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 
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The Celebrant stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy + on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
People Amen. 

 

For those in church, please stand. 
 
 

The Peace 
 

Jesus said, Peace I leave with you; my Peace I give to you . . . John 14:27 
 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 
 

At the conclusion of the peace the Celebrant says  
 

Celebrant God is Good!  
People All the Time! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Holy Communion 
 
 

Offertory 
 
8:00 Wonderful Words of Life Robert J. Powell 
 

10:00 *Lead Me, Lord Samuel Wesley 
 
 

*Nancy Barbee, Sue Mumford, Joan Saunders, & Glenda Scherer ~ Soloists 
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The Great Thanksgiving and Sanctus 
Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

For those in church, please stand. 
 
 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true promise, the Holy Spirit 
came down from heaven, lighting upon the disciples to teach them and to 
lead them into all truth; uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession 
of one faith, and giving to your Church the power to serve you as a royal 
priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to all nations. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Celebrant and People to be said 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
+ Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

For those in church, please sit, kneel, or remain standing. 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, 
in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all. 
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He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience 
to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 
 Christ has died. 
  Christ is risen. 
   Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 
offer you these gifts.   
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood 
of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve 
you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. 
People Amen. 
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And now as our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

Celebrant and People 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy Name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever. Amen.  
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The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant and People 
 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

 
 
 

The Celebrant says the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
  and feed on him in your hearts by faith,  
   with thanksgiving. 
 
 
 

 
After Communion, the Celebrant says: Let us pray. 
 
 

The People join in saying this prayer 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you 
have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

The Celebrant gives the blessing 
 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in 
you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and your 
loved ones far and near, and remain with all of you for ever. 
People Amen. 
 

 
 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS    
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For those in church, please stand.  
 

The Celebrant dismisses the people. 
 

Celebrant We are called to be one with God and each other in Christ. 
People By living the Gospel with love and compassion. 
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Alleluia. Let us go in peace to love and serve God and 
one another. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
 

 BENEDICTION    
 
 
 

Closing Hymn My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
 
 

Postlude Chromatic Fugue Johann Pachelbel 
 

 
 

THE WORSHIP HAS ENDED. LET THE SERVICE BEGIN. 
 
“… what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God?”  (Micah 6:8) 

Cover image via Wikimedia Commons: “Brassica nigra,” 1887, Köhler’s Medicinal 

Plants;, by Hermann Adolph Köhler. Music not in Public Domain covered under 

One License #729456-A. 

 

 The Altar Flowers are given,  

In memory of my parents, John and Connie,  

on what would have been their 75th wedding anniversary. 
 

 Babs Raley 

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/page/303332#page/6/mode/1up
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/page/303332#page/6/mode/1up
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The Rev. Canon Dr. Wilmot T. Merchant II, Rector 
Mailing Address 801 11th Avenue North 

 North Myrtle Beach SC 29582 

Phone 843-249-1169 

Website ststephensnmb.com 


